How can we maintain our individuality and creativity in an increasingly impersonal and technological world?


The human community is being redefined.  The word used to have at least some distinction of concreteness.  Now whenever I hear that word, I feel surrounded by ghosts.  It feels like the world is suffocating me with a blanket of facelessness.  What happened to the soulful interactions that defined life?  I still talk with the group and I still laugh along, but it’s all a façade.  Where is the true meaning?  Do any of us really deeply understand and comprehend the emotions of others?  It must be one of life’s greatest ironies to feel so isolated when so surrounded.  But maybe not.  It’s a common mistake to ascribe the cause to the effect.  The global community has become the perfect ideal of a vastness that can’t be filled.  When I asked this question, I just wanted to extend one question out to everyone and prove that the community still has a purpose.  I wanted to be someone other than the role I feel like I’m being prescribed by a hidden 1984 elite.  And I suppose that’s all anyone alone in the world really needs, to leap out of the monotony caused by a bovine unwillingness to go out and communicate, to just live!  We fight and we cry because we just can’t understand why other people hurt us so.  But if we could just be one community—a community of essence and soul, power and togetherness, compassion and tolerance—maybe the world would be a better place.

The global network is a curse hidden in a blessing.  I don’t know how many days I’ve gone without hearing the word Facebook spoken; indeed, it looks like those days are long gone.  Personally, I’ve never made an account.  I hear all these arguments made in defense of the site.  “You can work together on projects!” “It’s fun!” “Why not?  What do you have against it?” Here’s what I have against it: the destruction of the human that exists in rapid verbosity and fluid expression.  The Internet is a medium just as talking is, and it takes just as much ability to use it as it does to speak eloquently.  How much emotion is there in three letters: LOL?  Can you express feeling in those letters the way you can when you talk?  Can people see the cheeriness, hear the laughter, feel the heart?  I doubt it.  Art is suffering in the same way.  The most brilliant movies were created decades ago.  The masterpieces of today are amazing not because they make you cry or fear, but because they can show you an explosion in three different views.  Music that was once composed in years is now electronically mixed in days.  And the reading that kids once adored over anything else seems to be falling in the face of fatuous reality TV.  But I’m getting too into this.  Even with all its pains, the Internet is invaluable.  Since its advent, working globally has been easier than ever.  News flies through the globe, and “olds” are defined by the previous second.  Networking spans continents and friends can live hundreds of miles away.  And I doubt it would be either logical or easy for everyone to simply give it up for a few problems most people don’t even care about.  But is that the TJ way?  To give in to apathy when we’re capable of so much more?  No!  So what I propose—what I hope—what I believe that the TJ community should do is use its abilities to redesign the virtual global community while simultaneously introducing a new global Renaissance of emotion, of art, and of humanity.

  The abstract nature of art and the factual character of technology don’t fit together.  The dichotomy of knowledge into left hemisphere and right hemisphere is a stereotype that’s gone on for eons.  But at TJ, we have an amazingly prospective ability to finally smash the walls.  We can be the melting pot where wisdom is brewed.  We can be the final haven where everything is possible.  But it’s not because we’re smarter, not because we’re better.  We’re human, built under the same standards that any person is born from.  But what’s so great about TJ is that the students have a real chance to make a difference.  If TJ works to answer this One Question, we can make an impact in whatever we set our minds to.  Bullying, war, politics, depression...we just have to get people to realize that the world is seen from the eyes of not one, but six billion.    


In the curriculum I propose that the different departments focus on the sections they can fix best.  The English department can introduce teaching that helps students to understand expression of ideas on a wide scale—to remove the common inhibitions most students place on themselves whenever they attempt something creative.  They can then channel that writing outwards, beyond TJ and towards a global scale.  The Science department would essentially remain the same, but place new emphasis on the fact that developing ideas are being made in laboratories in China, universities in France, and high schools in America all at the same time.  The Social Studies department can easily focus in on occasions in history where people crossed oceans and media evolved in single inventions.  Meanwhile, they have a plethora of current events that can highlight the need for a community that stresses the artistic individual and not the amorphous populace there is now.  And in every one of these subjects, students can take what they learn and bring it with them past TJ into college.  But as preparation for that step, students have the research laboratories.  As of now, Communications Systems seems the closest to the One Question idea I present.  But it deals primarily with audio and video.  I want TJ to be able to understand the workings of the Internet and how local network is part of an infrastructure built from data waves that tunnel through the sea, underground, and from the air of one country to another.  Studying those ideas can be the focus of not just a new research laboratory, but also the entire Technology Department.  In fact, the One Question can be pursued by anyone at TJ, regardless of favorite subject.  The common ideal can be found in 8th period, where the myriad clubs can be extensions of the regular curriculum.  But in addition, there can be activities that actually go out and make changes.  There can be ones that begin designing a new Internet based on the One Question ideals, clubs that offer opportunities to write and draw for a global audience, groups that study current events and discover what there is to be fixed.  Finally, there are so many people out there that can speak in conjunction with this One Question.  There are the scientific ones that can talk about the new media for information that are developing all the time.  There are the anthropologists that can lecture on human population movements.  But most of all, there are the common people, who have struggled to find their places in a “community.”  The artists that have found themselves despite gray minds all around.  The ones that really understand what it means to be not just a single human being, but a fragment of a wider planet.  

The human community is dying.  But TJ can bring it back.  We can spread a philosophy of unity throughout the entire world.  We can make a change, and all we have to do is make the effort.  If we can just push ourselves as a single high school, we’ll have reached the goal, no matter what the actual results.  Because if we do that, we’ll be the new human community, and we’ll have proved its strength.  Even the strongest, greatest, most global community starts somewhere…let’s make it TJ. 
