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A VIRGINIA GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL






Winter 2003 #6
This newsletter for Virginia legislators and officials seeks to inform readers of Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology’s activities, accomplishments, and outreach to the community, state, nation, and world in fulfillment of its mission as a Commonwealth laboratory school.

Long-Distance Learning Reception and Demonstration Thank Donors
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TJHSST honored grant donors of long-distance learning equipment with an appreciation reception and demonstration of the new equipment.  Guests watched students of Dr. Cammer's Biology class interact with a UVA biology professor who showed how leeches with severed nerve cords could still swim using electrical stimulation. Students could ask Professor Freisen questions as well as watch his demonstration. The grant donors were Congressman Tom Davis, the Kiplinger Foundation, Virginia Secretary of Technology, and the U.S. Department of Education.

(L to R) Va. Secretary of Technology George Newstrom, Va. Secretary of Education Belle Wheelan, U.S. DOE  Enid Simmons, Principal Elizabeth Lodal, U.S. DOE Cheryl Garnette,  Legislative Assistant to Cong. Davis, Brian Stout

Did You Know…Teknos, the TJHSST Journal of  Science, Mathematics, and Technology, was awarded top honors by the
Society for Technical Communications Technical Publications, professional category?

Governor's Schools Host Reception for Virginia Legislators
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Lt. Governor Tim Kane, Principal Elizabeth Lodal, and PTSA President Eric Peterson  review  the new "Virginia Academic Year Governor's Schools" newsletter.

Sixteen Governor's Schools of Virginia hosted a reception for Virginia's legislators on January 14, 2003.  Students, parents, and administrators described their schools' activities with displays, brochures, and descriptions of achievements. Senators and Delegates were presented with the educational accomplishments, innovations, and the breadth of outstanding programs pursued by Virginia's Governor's Schools which have become models for the nation.  In addition to Lt. Governor Tim Kane, legislators who attended included Senators Byrne,Howell, Puller, and Saslaw; and Delegates Callahan, Cox, Dillard, Griffith, Hamilton, McQuigg, Petersen, Scott, Whipple, and Speaker of the House Howell.

School Board Member Jane K. Strauss
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Addresses PTSA on FCPS Budget
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Fairfax County School Board Member Jane K. Strauss addressed the PTSA of  TJHSST on December 9 to explain the budget constraints and challenges facing the County, the FCPS budget process, and the implications for funding Northern Virginia's Governor's School. Strauss told parents that the per pupil incremental cost incurred by Jefferson as a Governor's School because of its science/technology labs, Directors, assistants/aides; advanced texts; and 8th period costs, totaled $1,182.  The state will fund only 1, 275  TJHSST students ($846 each) at $912,834.  Thus, the net shortfall in funding for Jefferson students is $1,027,519.  If the state were to remove the funding cap, TJHSST would not face an annual funding crisis.
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Kudos

· TJHSST Literary Journal,Threshold, won 1st place in the American Scholastic Press Association's annual magazine competition. The September 11 Threshold won for Best 9/11 Tribute.
· For the third time in a row, the Academic Team won the Knowledge Master open in December, competing against 858 schools around the world.

· Of 70 finalists nationwide, two TJ freshmen won 1st and 3rd place in the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History Calcium Crisis Challenge Big Bones Bash, winning $1,200 for the school.

· TJHSST Boy's Cross Country team won the Virginia State Championship.

· TJHSST Model UN won 1st Place overall at their first conference at the College of William  and Mary.

· Three TJHSST teachers--Ms. Delfosse, Mr. Lampazzi, Mr. Maney--achieved National Board Certification this year. 
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FCPS Honors Teknos in 

"Spotlight on Learning" 

.School Board Members (L to R) Cathy Belter, Kaye Kory, Chris Braunlich,  Ernestine Heastie, student Matt Wansley  listen to Teknos sponsor Robert Latham
Teknos, Jefferson's Journal of Science, Mathematics, and Technology, was honored on January 9, 2003 in the FCPS "Spotlight on Learning" in which the Teknos editors and faculty sponsor presented a film on the "making of the magazine." They also gave  copies of Teknos to School Board members.  Teknos was nominated for the program by Dr. Nancy Sprague, FCPS Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services. The presentation aired on cable Channel 21's  "SchoolScene" for one month following the presentation.

Nobel  Laureates Learn about TJHSST

Principal Elizabeth Lodal  dined with the 2002 Nobel Prize Laureates at the Swedish Embassy  on Nov. 18. She distributed information packets on the mission and goals of TJHSST as a Governor's School and invited several of the Laureates to visit the school. Vernon L. Smith, Nobel Prize winner in economics from George Mason University, said he wanted to visit the school to see TJHSST students in action.
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