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Daily Experiences:


This was my first day of work.  I got a desk and a computer and I met people in the office.  Mike (my mentor) gave me a list of tasks for the next week or so, and I made progress on all of them.

Task Overview:
1) Problem Statement.  I wrote a problem statement that is similar to parts of my project proposal.  I added to it and modified it as I researched topics online.

2) Gantt Chart.  I do not have the software for making Gantt Charts (Microsoft Project), but I did create a list of tasks that would be included in one if I were to write it.

3) Research.  I spent most of today doing internet searches on the DHS grant process.  I put the information I found into a Word doc in rough note form to organize it.  I learned a lot in the several hours that I researched and I used that knowledge to write my problem statement.

4) Experiment with PHP.  I will need to learn at least the basics of a few different computer languages, including PHP, for this project.  I read an online tutorial on PHP today.

I will continue to work on these tasks over the coming days.

Date:  July 5, 2006

Daily Experiences:


I rode the bus to and from work for the first time today.  Someone from tech support helped me set up my dsbox.com e-mail address and configure my computer to print to the right place.  Today I continued working on the tasks I started yesterday and my mentor set up a meeting with me tomorrow morning to discuss my progress.

Task Overview:
1) Problem Statement.  I made final edits to my problem statement and sent it to my mentor, who said it was well written.

2) Gantt Chart.  I did not work on my Gantt Chart today.

3) Research.  I spent a long time today organizing the research I did on Monday.  I went to all of the Web sites I had visited and put the URLs in a document with short descriptions, somewhat like an annotated bibliography.  I ended up with about two pages of Web sites, which I sent to my mentor to make sure I was on the right track.  He said that I had done very good research and told me to start researching the Transit Security Grant Program.  I read some files about TSGP grant allocations.

4) Experiment with PHP.  I spent a little bit of time today looking over PHP tutorials again.
Date: July 6, 2006

Daily Experiences:  I rode the bus to work again today.  I also went out to a pizza place for lunch with some people from the office.

Task Overview:

I spent the time before this morning’s meeting reading more about PHP.  At the meeting, my mentor showed me some files (mostly Excel spreadsheets) detailing the risk analysis and grant allocations for several different DHS grant programs and for the New Jersey money allocations.  We discussed the different algorithms used, their strengths and weaknesses, and Digital Sandbox’s part in the process.  We could not look at some files because they were classified, but we were able to work around that obstacle.  At the meeting we also went over the task list I had prepared instead of a Gantt Chart.  We revised the list somewhat to align my tasks with the project we had just discussed and to fit a more realistic time frame.

In the afternoon, Mike set me up to start working with PHP.  I looked up code online and experimented with different tutorials.

Date: July 7, 2006

Task Overview:
I spent today learning PHP and integrating it with MySQL.  I worked in a Linux environment, which is new for me, and I learned a lot about how to use it.  I have never really learned HTML, so I had to look up some of that as well.  I familiarized myself with HTML forms and started using PHP and basic MySQL calls to pull information out of a database and edit a database.  My mentor gave me information on how to connect to the server here at Digital Sandbox so I could look at some of the code I will be working with.  I also found PHP/MySQL resources online and experimented with tutorials.
